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ANNOTATED AGENDA 

 

General  
This month’s meeting will take place in the MPCA Board Room at 520 Lafayette Road in  

St. Paul. The meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m. Staff will be available for briefing and questions at 

12:30 p.m. 

I. **Adoption of Consent Agenda 

  Proposed Agenda for November 14, 2012, Board Meeting 

  October 30, 2012 Meeting Minutes 

 

II. Introductions 

III. Chair’s Report 

IV. Executive Director’s Report 

V. **Executive Order 11-32: Adoption of Environmental Review Improvement 

Recommendations 

Presenters:  Randall Doneen, Department of Natural Resources 

(651-259-5156) 

 

Materials enclosed:  

 Evaluation and Recommendations for Improving Environmental Review Report – 
November 6, 2012 

 Resolution: Recommendations for Environmental Review and Improvement as 
Mandated by Executive Order 11-32 

 

Issue before the Board:   

The Environmental Review Improvement Report has been finalized, including prioritized final 

recommendations regarding the improvement of the environmental review program in 

Minnesota.  A resolution to approve finalized recommendations and submit them to the 

                                                 
* Items requiring discussion may be removed from the Consent Agenda 

 
** Denotes action may be taken 
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Governor has been provided, consistent with Executive Order 11-32, dated November 16, 2011, 

which states, in part,  
“By November 15, 2012, the EQB shall evaluate and make recommendations on 

how to improve environmental review, given the changes made in Chapter 4, House 

File 1, and the recommendations contained in the Office of the Legislative Auditor 

Environmental Review and Permitting Report.” 
  

 

Background: 

The Environmental Review Improvement report has been finalized.  The report includes 

a number of appendices, including the Minnesota Environmental Quality Board Report 

on Stakeholder Focus Groups for Environmental Review Improvement, as presented to 

the Board in July.  These focus groups were conducted among local government RGUs, 

project proposers, environmental/conservation/citizen groups, academia/experts, and state 

agency environmental review staff.  Recommendations from this report regarding the 

focus groups, those from previous efforts to improve environmental review in Minnesota, 

recommendations from a review of other states processes, and those from EQB member 

agencies have been reviewed and analyzed and included in the final report.   

 

A notice was published in the October 1 EQB Monitor stating that the document was 

available on the EQB website to allow interested parties to download it and comment.  

Public comments on the report were taken at the October 17 Environmental Quality 

Board meeting, and following the board meeting, the report was available for public 

review until October 19.   

 

The final Environmental Review Improvement report, including recommendations and 

analysis have been prepared for approval by the EQB Board.  Public comments and 

Board direction received on the report during the public notice period have been 

considered in the finalization of the Environmental Review Improvement report, which 

has been included in the board packet and will be presented at this meeting.  In addition, 

a resolution to approve recommendations regarding environmental review improvement 

is included to approve the final recommendations and to be provided to the Governor. 

 

Staff recommendation: 

Adopt the proposed resolution. 

 

VI. **Executive Order 11-32: Adoption of Environmental Governance and 

Coordination Recommendations 

Presenters:  Jeff Smyser, EQB 

(651-757-2279) 

 

Materials enclosed:  

 Resolution: Recommendations for Environmental Governance and Coordination as 

Mandated by Executive Order 11-32 

 



November 14, 2012 EQB Meeting Annotated Agenda 

Page 3             

 

Issue before the Board:   

The Environmental Governance and Coordination Report has been finalized, including final 

recommendations on environmental governance and coordination.  A resolution to approve 

finalized recommendations to the Governor has been provided, consistent with Executive Order 

11-32, dated November 16, 2011, which states, in part,  

“By November 15, 2012, the EQB will evaluate and make recommendations for 

improved environmental governance and coordination.” 

 

Background: 

The staff team developed five alternatives to answering the question posed in Executive Order 

11-32 and discussed them with the Board at the August 15 meeting.  The final draft, dated 

September 19, 2012, (see report at http://www.eqb.state.mn.us/documents/Env%20Governance% 

20and%20Coord%20analysis%20SEPTEMBER%2019%20draft.pdf) includes analyses of each 

of the alternatives.  Work on other directives of the Executive Order contributed to the 

development and analyses of these alternatives.  The EQB alternatives discuss the two major 

types of EQB duties:  strategic planning and coordinating for state agencies; and the 

environmental review program.  The document also addresses the legislative directive to analyze 

the role of the MPCA Citizens’ Board in reviewing permits and environmental reviews.   

 

The September 19, 2012 document was distributed at the September EQB Meeting.  At that 

meeting, staff summarized the analyses.  A notice was published in the EQB Monitor on October 

1, 2012 stating that the document was available on the EQB website to allow interested parties to 

download it and comment until October 30, 2012.  Public testimony on the document was also 

taken at the additional meeting on October 30.  The Board discussed the analyses at the October 

30 meeting and the direction from the Board was incorporated into the resolution prepared with 

the final recommendations which will be presented at this meeting.  The Governance and 

Coordination document has not been updated since the draft September 19, 2012 version and 

therefore has not been included in the board packet.   

 

Staff recommendation: 

Adopt the proposed resolution. 

 

VII. **Executive Order 11-32: Adoption of Environment and Energy Report Card  

Presenters:  Bill Grant, Department of Commerce  

(651-296-9325) 

 

Materials enclosed:  

None.  Materials will be provided at the meeting. 

 

Issue before the Board:   

The finalized Environment and Energy Report Card will be presented to the Environmental 

Quality Board for approval along with a proposed resolution, consistent with Executive Order 

11-32, dated November 16, 2011, which states, in part, 

                                                 
** Denotes action may be taken 
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“By November 15, 2012, the EQB shall prepare an environmental and energy report 

card that identifies metrics which the State of Minnesota can use to measure its 
performance and progress protecting Minnesota's valuable air, water and land 

resources. Once initially established, the environment and energy report card shall 

be an annual report with renewed priorities, initiatives, and goals and an updated 

report card.” 

 

Background: 

The final metrics used in the Report Card are predominantly the same as those described at the 

October 17 EQB meeting.  The accompanying graphics and text for the metrics are undergoing 

final production, and will be presented at the meeting, along with the proposed resolution. 

 

Staff recommendation: 

Adopt the proposed resolution. 

 

VIII. Executive Order 11-32 Project: Environmental Congress 

Presenters:  Todd Biewen, Pollution Control Agency 

(651-757-2228) 

 

 Ellen Anderson, Senior Advisor to the Governor 

 (651-201-6173) 

 

Materials enclosed:  

None  

 

Issue before the Board:   

The finalized plans for the Citizen Forums and Environmental Congress events will be presented 

to the Environmental Quality Board. These plans are satisfying part four of Executive Order 11-

32, dated November 16, 2011, which states, in part, 
“By January 15, 2013, the EQB shall organize and host an environmental congress 

focused on the current state of Minnesota's environment, utilizing the elements in the 

report card.” 

 

Background: 

Plans and preparations are being finalized for Citizen Forums in late November and early 

December 2012.  An Environmental Congress website is online, printed materials have 

been developed and are available at the EQB Agencies, and an Environmental Congress 

logo has been developed.   

 

o Citizen Forums will be held on the following upcoming dates: 

 

 November 27 – Rochester, Wood Lake Meeting Center [9:30am – 12:00pm] 

 

  November 27 – Bloomington, Normandale Community College [6:30pm–9:00pm] 

 

  November 28 – Duluth, Lake Superior College [5:30pm – 8:00pm] 
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  December 10 – Worthington, Worthington High School [3:30pm – 6:00pm] 

 

  December 12 – St. Cloud, Stearns County Service Center [5:30pm – 8:00pm] 

 

  December 14 – Moorhead, Minnesota State University [3:00pm – 5:30pm] 

 

 

IX. Adjourn 


